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Western Center Academy
Set high expectations for all seniors to 

complete their FAFSA by 10/30!

Turn it into a competition!
We play the FAFSA Wars! We challenge our Economics and 
Government classes to a competition.
The class with the highest % of submitted FAFSA 

applications  by 12/16 win a pizza party! 

Partnership!
We partner with MSJC financial Aid department to 
run our workshops for us. They are able to 
provide much needed support to our families





Rancho Verde High School 
Guidance Counseling Office 

FAFSA/ CA Dream Act Best Practice:

Strategic planning 

• Push into ELA classes to launch FAFSA/CA Dream Act on California College Guidance Initiave 

(CCGI)

• FAFSA/CA Dream Act workshops during school & after school 

• Schoolwide incentives to finish early

• FAFSA/CA Dream Act follow ups by caseloads by counselors & College /Career Guidance tech 

• Run and keep up with California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) reports 





Orange Vista High School’s
Best Practices

● Development of a school culture with a strong focus on college and career awareness and 
opportunities. 

● Multiple opportunities for FAFSA/CADAA assistance, College Application workshops, 
Middle College/Dual Enrollment, Cash For College etc.

● Strong Internal system; 
○ Guidance Department 
○ College & Career Center
○ Incentives (grad tickets, celebrations for early completers, raffles, Gift Certificates) 
○ School-Wide Involvement/Buy-In/Ownership  
○ Detailed calendar and timelines/action items
○ Effective Internal Data Tracking (Webgrants, CCGI, & school generated reports)  
○ Support and synergy between ASB, AVID, Middle College program, Teacher Support.    

● Scheduled classroom presentations (Zoom), One on One appointments for every senior 
(Zoom), and providing support for students through completion of FAFSA/CADAA, and 
college application process.  











Governor Newsom’s FAFSA and CA Dream Act Budget

The Governor’s Proposal on LEA confirmation calls for LEAs (i.e., school districts, county offices of 
education, or charter schools) to ensure that their seniors either complete and submit the FAFSA or 
CADAA beginning in the 2021-22 academic year, or opt-out of doing so. This proposal:

• Sets the start date as 2022-23 school year, and says LEA governing boards must confirm either:
• Students complete the FAFSA or CADAA;
• Parents or emancipated students complete a written opt-out, or;
• LEAs complete an extenuating circumstance waiver.

•Designates LEAs to connect parents and students with services or programs run by the California 
Student Aid Commission (CSAC) to help them complete forms;
• Ensures that any information shared in compliance with this proposal abides by state and federal 
privacy laws;
•Confirms LEAs have discretion on implementation;
•Declares this activity, if approved by the Commission on State Mandates, is a reimbursable mandate 
for LEAs.



Assemblymember Eloise Gomez Reyes- 47th District
AB 469 requires Local Educational Agencies (LEA’s) to ensure that 
high school seniors complete and submit the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the California Dream Act Application 
(CADAA). The intent of this bill is to improve students’ access to 
financial aid resources that require completion of these forms, such 
as the Community College Promise program. By connecting 
students to critical financial aid, AB 469 supports the Governor’s 
and legislature’s vision to increase access to higher education.



Position Activities Activities Activities Activities

Teacher
Provide Classroom Time 

for Presentations

Promote Initiative Using 

Google Classroom

Assist Students with 

Documentation Needed

Promote College Going 

Culture

Counselor
Assist with Filing out 

Applications
Classroom Presentations FSA ID Verification

Site Administrator
Making Web Grants 

Reports Useable

Updating Internal 

Documents Weekly

Scheduling Events and 

Workshops

Organizing All 

Stakeholders

Guidance Technician
Assist with Parent 

Workshops
Phone Bank Schedule Appointments Help with Celebrations

ASB
Organizes and Plans 

Events with Administration

Promote College Going 

Culture
Recognition Funding

Other Staff
Promote College Going 

Culture
Recognition Setting Up Appointments Library Supervision

Instructional Technology
Running Site Level CSAC 

Reports

Promote College Going 

Culture
Phone Bank Safety/Tech Infrastructure

Family Engagement Center Parent FAFSA Workshops
Promote College Going 

Culture
Phone Bank Recognition

Registrar New Students CALPADS GPA Upload Web Grant Reports

District Management Team Dialing For Dollars
Promote College Going 

Culture
Supports Systems

Recognition

Cabinet Principal Evaluation Phone Bank
Ensures Professional 

Development

Recognition

Board of Education Sets Vision/Policy
Holds Cabinet 

Accountable

Requests 

Updates/Presentations
Recognition

TODEC Attend Parent Workshops Set up Appointments 
Work With Families on 

Application
Assist in Establishing Trust

Moreno Valley College Classroom Presentations Reinforce Message Attend FAFSA Workshops
Promote College Going 

Culture

California Student Aid Commission Review Special Reports Professional Development Check Addresses Website Dashboard

Val Verde Unified School District Member Roles



California Colleges Guidance Initiative (CCGI) 

College Affordability Milestones



Personal Statement and UC PIQ Support for 
Class of 2022

October 2nd



https://apreadiness.ucr.edu/



https://a.flexbooker.com/reserve/collegecomeback
#chooseService



http://www.rcec.us/college-kickoff



•All sessions are being recorded so that others may listen at a later time and will be 

uploaded to the Sched App through October 29, 2021 and then be moved to the RCEC 

website. For directions on how to make a FREE account on the RCEC website to access 

all materials and resources, please visit the MAP section of your Sched app.

•Since all participants have been muted, please use the Q&A and chat features to 

enter your questions.

•Each breakout session is 60 minutes including the Q&A so if we don’t get to your 

question, please submit it in the chat and we will try to send out an FAQ with the 

answers.

**Every effort has been made to ensure the security of this webinar from “zoom bombers” but 

in the event that we experience that, we will resume as soon as the technical difficulties have 

been resolved.**

Network Session Tips & Tricks




